
   

Tuesday TechTip: 
 

Did you know   

Forty years ago, today the Personal Computer (PC) and mouse were publicly 

introduced at a gathering of 1,000 computer professionals in San Francisco.    

Douglas Engelbart led a demonstration titled A Research Center for 

Augmenting Human Intellect via video-conferencing with Bill English, creator 

of the mouse, to an enlivened audience.   

 
“The Mother of all Demos”:   

It all started with a vision of revolutionizing daily lives while solving the 

world‟s problems through interacting with information in an entirely new 

manner.  An idea to input information into a computer with the flexibility to 

move it, share it, and save it.   

 

Using the first „mouse‟, carved from a block of wood, Dr. Engelbart 

manipulated a shopping list into an ordered format, copied and pasted text, 

and interacted with a remote colleague.  All of which were acknowledged 

with a standing ovation.   

 
Well before Bill Gates and Steve Jobs (12 and 13 years old, respectively, at the 

time), several items commonplace in today‟s workplace such as hypertext, 

dynamic file linking, and shared-screen collaboration were introduced to the 

world during what many call the “Mother of all Demos”.   
 

Click below to view all or even just a portion of this great moment in history! 

Dr. Engelbart‟s “A Research Center for Augmenting Human Intellect” 

http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=-8734787622017763097&q=engelbart

